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Ti-nes Statf Writer

WASHINGTON - Cffi-
cials of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency have

-drawn lentative plans for
‘disclosing the secret char-

ter which has enaijled the
CIA to conduct operations
outside the bhounds of con-

. gressional or public serati-
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ny for more than a quarter
century, it was lcarned
Wednesday.

Drafts of wunclassified
werslons of the agency's

top secret operating au- ©

‘thority have been writlen
for 1[111}\1110' officials' ro-
view and mll be stuciied
further by its legal expurts
before they are forwarded
to the National Sccurity
Council at the White
Hoube for clealancc

The move was viewed by
some ouiside the ClA as
an effort to mend an
image tarnished by the
Watergate scandal and fo
further Director William
I5. Colby’s wishes that the -

“agency appear* more can-
- racy.

did aboul its role.

No firm - decision has
been made on how or
when such a  documrmoant
would he released, but
agency officials have de-
cided that at ](tast the
broad outlines of the se-
cret charter should be de-
classificd.

" The real specifics of the

CIA's operating euthority
are known to oniv a iew
senior members of (oa-
gress who lead commiticos
charged with ovorsecing
the agencv., Even they

were unawire of the de-

tails until lust year.

After exposure of efforts
to use the CIA in the
Watergate coverup and its
assistance {o the burglars
of the office Daniel Ell-
sberg's psychiatrist, the
secret charter was shown
to Scns. Sluart Symington

{D-)Mo.) and John L. Me--

Clellan (D-Ark.). Neither

- was permitied to keep a

copy of the document,

The secret’ charter is in

the form of National Se--
curity Council Intelligence

Directives, "enskids" as
thevy are ecalled., which
have been written since
the National Security Act
“of 1947 established the

CIA.

The first of the direc-

tives is understood {o have
authorized the conduct of
covert ClA operations

the intellipence bureauc-

‘abroad. and others to have
“approved activities bring-
Aing a major expansion of :

Prof. H(mv Howe Ran-’

som of Vanderdilt Univer-
sitv, one of the countiry's
academic authorities on

U.S. intelligencé activities,
has compleined that ex-

pansion of 1A activity via

the Nationil Security

Council Inteliigence Dirce-
tives amounts 1o a writing
of Jaws by the few pcop‘v

“who direet the country’s

inteliigence apparatus,
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